Literature search survey

Enter some body text

2 Which field of study are you in?

!v

1 Where are you currently in Academia?

23% (6)
PhD/Predoc

19% (5)
Bachelor studies

(26)
Responses

4% ()
Humanities and
Social Sciences

50% (13)
Computer Science,
Mathematics, Logic

4% ()

Law

(26)
Responses

o

J

54% (14)

Master studies

4% ()

Postdoc

12% @)

Natural Sciences

4% (1)

Medical Sciences

27% ()
Other




3 How often do you search for academic literature?

19% 50% (13)
Daily Weekly
15% @ 15%®
Monthly Less often
(26)

Responses

4 Which of the following search engines do you use to search for academic literature?

25

Google Scholar  Semantic Schola...  Web of Science BASE QOpenAlex Specific academ... My university’s... Other
81% (@) 19% 19% (5 8% (2)
Google Scholar Semantic Scholar Web of Science BASE
4% (1) 50% (13) 46%(12) 23% ()
OpenAlex Specific academic My university’s library Other
database (e.g., PubMed, database
ACM, IEEE)

(65)
Responses




5 Which of the following tools do you use for managing references?

<l

8% @
EndNote

19% )

Zotero

12%©®
Other

(26)

Responses

19% )
Mendeley

4% ()
RefWorks

38% (10)

None

6 How often do you use your university's library database for literature search?

4

4% (1)

Always

38% (10)

Sometimes

15% @

Never

(26)

Responses

4% ()
Often

38% (10)
Rarely




7 How do you typically start your literature search?

8 Which of the following search techniques

25

20

15

10

5

0

do you use?

Boolean operato... Quotation marks... Keyword searchi... Citation tracki...

24% (6)

Boolean operators (AND,

OR, NOT)

100% (25)

Keyword searching

(52)
Responses

24% (6)
Quotation marks for exact
phrases

60% (15)

Citation tracking (following
citations in articles)

68% (17)
General search
engine (e.g., Google
Scholar)

4% ()
Browsing through
relevant journals or
conference
proceedings

0%
Other

(25)
Responses

16% @
Specific academic

database (e.g.,
PubMed, ACM, IEEE)

12%©)
Non-scientific engine
(e.g. Google search)

O How do you keep updated with the latest

research in your field?

Email alerts fr...

36% (9)

32% (8)

Email alerts from
databases/journals

Academic conferences

(40)
Responses

Social media (R... Academic confer... Other

72%(18)

Social media
(ResearchGate, LinkedIn,
Twitter, etc.)

20% ()
Other




10 Do you have access to all the academic articles you need?

62 % (16)
Yes, through my
institution’s
subscriptions

19% (5)
No, | often encounter
paywalls

(26)
Responses

15% @)
Yes, through open
access

4% (1)

No, | frequently use
alternatives like
preprint servers or
requests from
authors



11 How do you usually obtain articles that are behind paywalls?

Institutional a...

72%(18)

Institutional access

4% (1)

Purchasing articles

(35)
Responses

ResearchGate re...

12%©)

ResearchGate requests

Contacting the ...

Using alternati...

4% (1)
Contacting the author
directly

8% (2
Other

Purchasing arti... Other

40% (10)
Using alternative access
tools (e.g., Sci-Hub)




12 What are the main challenges you face when searching for literature?

20

Access to paywa... Managing and or... Evaluating the ... Keeping up with... Deciding on the... Other
36%©) 44% (1) 32%©) 44% (1)
Access to paywalled Managing and organizing Evaluating the credibility of Keeping up with the latest
articles references sources research
76%(19) 0%
Deciding on the relevancy of the article Other

(58)
Responses




13 How do you assess the credibility of the sources you find?

18
16

14

Journal impact ... Author reputati... Number of citat... Peer review sta... Recommendations... Other
52% (13) 44% (1) 68% (17) 24% (6)
Journal impact factor Author reputation Number of citations Peer review status
32%®) A% (1)
Recommendations from peers/advisors Other

(56)
Responses




14 How satisfied are you with the current 15 How importantis it for you to have more
tools and resources available for journals available as open-access?
literature search?

0% 0%
0% 23% (6) I could not care less Unimportant
Very dissatisfied Dissatisfied

12%0 31% ®)
58% (15) 19% (5) Neutral Important
Neutral Satisfied

98% (19)
00/0 Very Important
Very satisfied

(26) (4.46 / 5)
(26) (2.96/5) Responses Weighted Average

Responses Weighted Average



16 What improvements would you like to see in literature searching tools and resources?

18

Better search a... Maore comprehens... Improved refere...
48% (12) 68% (17)
Better search algorithms More comprehensive

access to full texts

64% (16)

Integration of Al for personalized recommendations

(63)
Responses

17 Anything else you want to tell us?

I would like to know how to do a correct citation

Nice survey tool!

Enhanced user i...

48% (12)
Improved reference
management tools

0%
Other

Integration of ... Other

24% (6)
Enhanced user interface
and experience




